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The Swiss Communiqué Announcing its Willingness to Release Fedayeen
Deputy Director-General Gelzer of the Swiss Foreign Ministry had specifically informed a British diplomat in Bern, David West, that the PFLP wanted the three Palestinians “against the return of the Swissair aircraft and its passengers and crew.” No mention of TWA or other citizens. Also, Dr. Jacques Freymond, a senior Red Cross official, asserted that Switzerland had not been prepared “emotionally, intellectually, or practically, despite the warnings it had received, and therefore it capitulated immediately and cried to the Red Cross for help.”

The communiqué issued by the Swiss government, however, presented its subsequent, more politically-correct position:

In the course of the night through the intermediary of the International Red Cross it became known that the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine was ready to release both hijacked airplanes (Swiss Air and TWA aircraft) with their passengers if the three perpetrators of Kloten who are imprisoned in Switzerland be let free.

The Federal Council is furthermore aware of the decision that was taken in the meantime by the government of the Canton of Zurich to yield to the pressure of circumstances and to grant the demand of the Palestinian organizations according to the announced conditions in order not to expose the lives of the passengers of both airplanes to even greater dangers.

The Federal Council approves the decision of the governing council of the Canton of Zurich. It has in the meantime asked the Red Cross to conduct the negotiations for the exchange.
Swiss officials took to the airwaves that evening to confirm this new stance and to quell the public outcry. The Swiss President would have to go on television three times in two days to explain the Swiss decision.

Arab Reactions to the Hijackings

In the Arab world, Iraq’s reacted with “fulsome praise.”
 Most Tunisian papers editorialized that the hijackings, while not excusable, were perfectly understandable. Khaled was portrayed as a pretty and unselfish revolutionary, the Joan of Arc of Palestinians.
 Lebanese Foreign Minister Majdalani would say that while hijackings were illegal, “the revolution does not work according to law” and “therefore the hijackings can be justified.”
  

The PLO openly congratulated the PFLP’s “intrepid heroes.” Yasser Arafat had typically portrayed himself as a moderate who couldn’t control the more-violent elements of his organization (a strategy he would employ in the future too). But now, emboldened both by his increasing disdain for Hussein’s regime and the opportunity to ride the wave of popular Palestinian support for the PFLP’s feat, Arafat did not withhold his praise.

Even on the 10th, a PLO spokesman in Paris would reaffirm the PLO’s support for the hijackings. When asked specifically whether there were any differences of opinion between the PLO and PFLP about the hijackings, he responded: “Yasser Arafat [has] said…‘We are all extremists for the liberation of Palestine.’”

Egypt, on the other hand, played down the hijackings at first. The lead story in the Egyptian Gazette was Israel’s decision a few days before to suspend the Jarring talks because Egypt had violated the ceasefire agreement. Egyptian radio also played down the story, placing it in the latter half of its newscasts. The first Egyptian editorial comment would not appear until Tuesday when Al Ahram, Egypt’s semi-official daily, praised the efficiency of the operation but was critical:
 “such incidents tend to nourish hostile propaganda” against the Palestinian cause. “Jeopardizing the stability of international civil air transport will certainly not boost world sympathy for the Palestine question.”
 Al-Akhbar, another semi-official paper, concurred.
 A few days later, Egypt officially expressed its disapproval. Minister of Information Hassanein Heikal, a close confidant of Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser, personally delivered an ultimatum: unless Fatah publicly denounced the hijackings, Egypt would consider Fatah “in the same category as the PFLP” and act accordingly.
 Fatah never did so.

Israeli Reaction to the Hijackings

Not surprisingly, Israel reacted quite strongly to the hijackings. It expected the world community to deal only through the Jordanian government—the sovereign and thus the appropriate address—not with the terrorists and to compel Jordan to work to release all passengers, crew, and aircraft unconditionally and without delay.

Israel brandished Jordan’s then-Prime Minister Talhouni’s declaration earlier that year that “Jordan will use every means in its power to secure the safety of international civil air transport.”
 Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban hoped that the hijackings would finally make the world see “the depth of the hatred, the rancor, and the bitterness of the [Palestinian] organizations [toward Israel].” Israeli Transportation Minister Shimon Peres, however, did not share Eban’s expectation of world enlightenment. He intuited, correctly, that pressure would soon be brought on Israel.

By mid-week, however, it would become painfully clear that King Hussein was too weak to play any role—either political or military—in resolving the crisis. To Israel, Hussein’s impotence and inaction had broader and more serious repercussions too. How would Israel, which had agreed to embark on peace negotiations with Jordan, be able to rely on a government that “abdicates its authority over part of its territory” to enforce any agreement? And if Jordan could not do so, what use were negotiations?
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