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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

The Broadcast War
In such urban warfare, with Jordanian and Palestinian populations intermixed and a large portion of the Jordanian army being Palestinian, both sides, but especially the fedayeen, needed the support of the people and the army. So, along with the gun battles, a battle for the hearts and minds of the Jordanian masses and army got under way over the airwaves.

Jordan radio squarely blamed the Palestinians for starting the fighting, firing unprovoked on army headquarters and other locations and capturing “strategically-placed buildings and posts” in Amman. It called on the people to cooperate with the army in its “sacred responsibilities.” At 7:40am, Commander in Chief Majali sought to distinguish between “loyal” and “fake” fedayeen. The latter he termed “gangsters and heretics in the guise of the respected fedayeen, who have no pity for women and children and ignore their Arabism…Instead of liberating Jerusalem and Nablus, they usurped Amman and occupied Irbid.” He denounced their “barbaric activities,” their hijackings, airliner destruction, and hostage-holding that harmed Jordan’s reputation, and their causing a situation where “schools are closed down [and] workers, merchants, and farmers are not working. Our losses are tremendous and our economy is deteriorating.” “From now on,” he promised the citizens, “I will not let anyone hurt you.” His appeal to the fedayeen to come to their senses and not shed blood needlessly was broadcast repeatedly.

To prove the government’s honorable intent, at about 8am it broadcast a call to the Jordanian army not to fire on the Palestine Liberation Army “unless it fires on you. It is a fraternal army which has closely cooperated with us in crises. It is part of our hearts and conscience. We stand with this army in one rank.”

For its part, the PLO publicly contended that it had signed an agreement two days prior with “a constitutional government” and that the military government was “not qualified” to implement it, was not interested in implementing it, and, in any case, was violating it. It called on the army not to heed the “ruling military gang,” who “sit comfortably in their palaces and villas disregarding who and how many die and [are] unconcerned over the people’s blood.” It called on soldiers and officers alike to “to topple the lackey military rule, and to establish a national rule reflecting the unity of the army, the people, and the resistance.” Throughout the day, it appealed to the people to “participate in the battle and to intervene immediately in support of the revolution forces to topple the treacherous and plotting rule.”
  

Each side also claimed that the other’s side forces were defecting. The Jordanian army claimed that “Resistance elements in this town have joined the Jordanian armed forces” and called upon other fedayeen to do the same. Half an hour later Majali issued a call over the airwaves: “All military units in all areas must accept the requests of your brother fedayeen to join your ranks. You must preserve their lives and transport them with dignity and honor.” At 10:50 that same morning, Majali again announced that “a large number of our brother fedayeen have contacted the Jordanian armed forces general command requesting that they be allowed to join the Jordanian armed forces” and called upon the army to treat these people with dignity and honor.

Shortly afterward, the PLO counterclaimed that “a Jordanian tank and its crew and two 50-mm machineguns and their crews have joined our revolutionaries in Az-Zarqa.” It added later that at 8:30am Jordanian artillery units had joined the resistance forces and were now shelling the army. A bit later it issued a point-blank call for defection: “Forward, O honest men in our army! May all you units join the Palestinian revolution to fight against those have smeared your dignity with the June [1967] defeat…Be with the masses and trample those who want you to turn into a tool of oppression in the hands of the agents.”
 In the afternoon, Yasser Arafat exhorted “all revolutionary heroes: these are historic moments in which you have remained heroically steadfast in the springs of blood and in the positions of manhood and pride against the [Jordanian] forces of evil and agentry who act on orders of Zionism and imperialism…A greeting of struggle to you who have and are recording the most wonderful epic in the history of your glorious Arab nation…Proceed and may God be with you.”

PLO Call for Arab Support

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat boasted to Arab ambassadors in Jordan whom he called in: “The Palestine Revolution will fight to defend itself to the end and until the Fascist military regime is overthrown.” Yet at the same time, he called for an emergency meeting of the Arab League and appealed to Egypt’s president Gamal Nasser in a radio message: “Intervene!  Intervene by any possible means to prevent the bloodshed in Jordan. The situation is extremely serious. They have launched their general attack simultaneously against our positions in Amman and Zarqa.”
 Arafat also called on Iraq’s forces in Jordan to join the fedayeen in battle. A small detachment of Iraqi motorized units had in fact been transferred to Fatah three days earlier and was currently seeing action. The senior Iraqi officers there were to meet shortly to decide their course.

Arafat believed that other Arab countries, as in the past, would restrain Hussein. This was especially true of Iraq, which, Arafat believed, would quickly come to his succor with its troops already in Jordan. And for good reason. The previous May, three senior Iraqi officials had urged him. “Organize a coup, and the Iraqi units will help you overthrow the monarchy.”

Palestinian Hubris

Yasser Arafat believed that “when the revolution enters into confrontation with the regime, [the Resistance] will be capable of forcing an outcome in its favor.” Faruq Kadumi, the PLO’s foreign minister, expressing the “dominant view,” boasted that King Hussein was no more than “a paper tiger, whom we can topple in half an hour.” And, they simply considered Ashrafiyeh “impregnable.”

Arab Reaction to the Fighting

The situation prompted different reactions throughout the Arab world. While most leaders privately expressed sympathy with the position of King Hussein, many took a public stance in favor of the fedayeen in order to embellish their credentials as “Arab nationalists.” Egypt’s president Gamal Abdel Nasser had said nothing which, according to Kissinger, was “the most support he could give Hussein.” Libya and Kuwait suspended their financial assistance to Jordan to the tune of £29 million annually. The Five-Member committee appealed to both sides “to fear God for the sake of their homeland and Arab nation and for preserving the righteous blood and to stop shooting immediately and resort to logic and reasoning.”

More on Nixon’s Quote in the Chicago Sun-Times
President Nixon had also told the Chicago editors that it would not be such a bad thing if the Soviets thought him capable of irrational or reckless action. “Vintage Nixon,” wrote historian William Quandt. “Be tough; keep your opponents off balance; remain mysterious and unpredictable. With luck, no one would then test to see if you were bluffing.”

Henry Kissinger couldn’t believe that Nixon’s comment had been printed. “I thought Haig was pulling my leg when he was telling me these things,” Kissinger told Secretary of State William Rogers. Kissinger quickly assuaged British ambassador John Freeman, telling him that “[t]he White House was taken by surprise by Nixon’s “unpremeditated and somewhat highly colored language.” He also reassured Rogers that the remarks were not “the opening shot in a sharpening confrontation” between the White House and State Department. Yet, to Frank Shakespeare, Director of the U.S. Information Agency, he said “God help us. Those fools at State think I am putting [Nixon] up to it.”

� Amman #4850, #4853 and #4894, 9/17/70, USSDA 2415; MER, p. 845; FBIS, 9/17/70, p. D1; Abu-Odeh, p. 182.


� FBIS, 9/17/70, p. D16.


� FBIS, 9/17/70, pp. D5, D6, and D9.


� FBIS, 9/17/70, pp. D13 and D15.


� FBIS, 9/17/70, pp. D13-D15.


� FBIS, 9/18/70, p. D25.


� Cooley, pp. 114-15; FBIS, 9/17/70, p. D7; Haaretz, 9/18/70, p. 3.


� Amman #4859, 9/17/70, USSDA 2415; Haig, Memorandum for Kissinger re Jordanian Situation Report, 9/17/70, NPMC Haig 971.


� De Atkine, “Amman 1970”; Abu-Iyad, p. 80.


� Shemesh, p. 143; Sayigh, p. 259; Abu-Iyad, p. 81.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.kinghussein.gov.jo/his_periods5.html" ��http://www.kinghussein.gov.jo/his_periods5.html�; Kissinger-Nixon telecon 9:30pm, 9/17/70, NPMC Kissinger Telecons 6; Abu-Odeh, p. 184; Sayigh, p. 268; FBIS, 9/17/70, p. D19.


� Quandt, Peace Process, pp. 79-80.


� Kissinger-Rogers telecon 7:29pm and Kissinger-Shakespeare telecon 6:55pm, 9/17/70, NPMC Kissinger Telecons 6; Sitrep 0600Z, 9/18/70, PREM 15/124.





- 3 -

